
Woodentops Preschool 

Reviewed 4/8/2020 

Covid-19 Policy 
Statement 

Covid-19 is a new illness that can affect your lungs and airways. It is caused by a virus. Symptoms can be mild, 

moderate, severe, or fatal. This policy and the associated risk assessment are to limit the spread of the virus 

within Woodentops Preschool.  

Who is at risk? 

Everyone in the setting are at risk including: staff, children, parents /carers of the children attending, and any other 

individuals involved in the day to day operation of the setting.  

Some groups of people are more vulnerable to the virus and these include the elderly, pregnant women, and those 

with existing underlying health conditions. 

This policy is to keep all of us using Woodentops safe and well, including staff, children, their parents, and our 

families to enable us to keep Woodentops open.   

What controls are required to limit the spread of the virus? 

The following controls will always be in place: 

1. Handwashing  

• All staff and children will be required sanitise their hands immediately upon entry to the setting and before 

leaving using the Zoono hand sanitiser.  

• Sanitiser is easily available for all to use and is available in any areas where there are no immediate 

handwashing facilities for example in the garden. 

• Hand washing facilities are always available with soap and water in place.  

• Paper towels are used to dry hands and these will be placed in the bin.  

• The bins are emptied regularly. 

• Staff and children will be reminded to wash hands after coughing or sneezing, after being outside before eating 

and after eating, for a period of 20 seconds with soap and water and reminded of the importance of drying 

hands properly with the disposable towels. Children are supervised when hand washing to ensure that they 

do so properly.  

• All children are reminded to catch coughs and sneezes in a tissue which will be disposed of immediately in a 

lidded bin. The contents of the lidded bin will be disposed of regularly. Tissues are made available throughout 

the setting. Hands are to be sanitised or washed straight after. 

 

2. Cleaning 

• All bins are emptied at the end of the day and as /when necessary.  

• Frequent cleaning, including steam cleaning, and disinfecting of objects and surfaces that are touched 

regularly particularly in areas of high use such as door handles, light switches, furniture and toys.  

• Rigorous checks will be carried out by all to ensure that the procedures are always being fully adhered to. 

• Items that can be washed will be washed regularly. 

• Paper towels used to clean surfaces and then disposed of.  

• Toilets and sinks are cleaned regularly throughout the day and at the end of the day. 

• All childrens cups are named. 

 

3. Social Distancing 
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The recommended distance for safe distancing is 2 metres however this is difficult to maintain in a setting 

such as a preschool. 

• Only one parent to drop off or pick up. 

• Parents to follow the one-way system in and out of the gates. 

• Parents to use the hand sanitiser on the gate prior to opening the gate.  

• Parents /carers will not be permitted to enter the setting. Their child/children must be dropped off at the 

office door. 

• All bags to be put on the office table, staff will transport them to the hooks in the hallway.  

• All bags MUST be named. 

• Lunchboxes to be placed on the lunch trolley by the child.  

• Parents will be asked to practice safe distancing of 2 metres whilst waiting to drop off and collect their 

children. We appreciate that this will increase the time waiting to enter the preschool therefore please 

stagger getting out of your car to avoid long queues.  

• Lunch times and snack times are carefully organised to provide social distancing.  

• All resources are cleaned and disinfected.  

• Outdoor play will be encouraged as much as possible.  

• Any sleeping children will be placed two metres apart. 

4. Sickness 

• Only children and staff who are well and symptom free can attend the setting. 

• If children need medicines, such as calpol or nurofen, they must stay at home. 

• All staff and children will have their temperature taken if they appear unwell or have signs/symptoms of 

Corona virus.  

• If anyone becomes unwell with a continuous new cough or a high temperature they will be isolated 

immediately and sent home. 

• Children and staff with any signs of illness must not attend Woodentops. 

5. Government guidance  

• Woodentops obviously cannot allow unwell children in the setting.  

• If a child needs calpol in the morning, then they must not attend preschool.  

• If they have a temperature, cough or loss of taste they must stay at home for 10 days as per 

government guidance. https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/   

• If the children develop a temperature or cough, they must either have a Covid test which is then negative 

or stay at home in isolation for 10 days. 

• If a family member who is living with the child tests positive and /or has Covid symptoms, the child must 

stay away from preschool for 14 days and can return if they are well. If they develop symptoms, they 

must have a Covid test.  

• A positive Covid test would mean the child needs to stay in isolation for 10 days and the family for 14 

days.  

• If they are well enough to return, they can come back to preschool after the 10th day. The family 

members will have to remain in isolation for 14 days though. 

The government has now stipulated 10 days isolation. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-53588709  as of 30th July 

2020. 

6. Resources from home 

• Children only to bring essential items from home. 

• Snugglys, blankets and cuddlys should remain at home, if they need to come in, the child can have them 

for a limited time and once settled it will be returned to their bag.  

• No toys to be brought in. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-53588709
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• No bookbags should be brought in and none will be sent home. Resources will not be exchanged at this 

time.  

7. Uniform 

Staff 

• To wear clean uniform every day 

• To change uniform, including cardigans, jackets and jeans, as soon as they get home and wash hands. 

Children 

• To wear clean clothes to Woodentops daily. 

• To change their clothes when they get home and wash their hands. 

We are suggesting this to prevent any cross contamination from Woodentops to the home environment.  

 

This policy was adopted on 21st May 2020 and is reviewed on a regular basis.  


